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Feature Articles

Ecstasy, Ketamine, Coke, and then What?

Written by Boman Wong, Agency Head, CDAC 6 TopKews T S S
Translated by Angel Li, Education Officer, CDAC Six in court after $600m coke bust at v|||age

567 kilograms of cocaine with &
street value of approximately HK$60!
million. The ovehaltbillion-cocaine -
bust became the talking point of the
city overnight. People are astonishe
by the quantity of the drug busted thi:
time; yet, drug issues in Hong Kon
are really nothing new. 7

Since the new millennium, we have observed the rise and fall of the Ecstasy/Rave
Culture (the recent statistics is a decrease of 58.6% in reported cases of abuse compared
to the same figure obtained in 2010), followed by the rapid rise and depreciation of ket-
amine (street vaue is around HK$60 to HK$80 per cticko today). Our star of the day:
cocaine? A odropdé of it wused to worth HKS$
HK$450 in certain districts. The only thing that seems to be consistent over the year
maybe the ev@hanging nature of the drug issue itself.

In response to the drug issues, the government has invested heavigrog anti
promotion. If you ask a child what the negative consequences of ketamine abuse are, he
or she can probably give you a decent list of them. Is this kind of promotion successful?
It depends on which direction you are looking at.

When we look at the number of reported cases of ketamine abuse in 2011 (until
August), we see a 19.3% decrease compared to that of 2010. A sign that more people are
clean? Not necessarily. An increasing amount of teenagers turn to new drugs, such as

0K26, oOMeow Meowod, OWoof Woof 6, and the ||
tinue to chase the trend and i nvest mo s t r
most populardé drug at the ti me, but the 1t
never win.

Advice on winning the war on drugs? Spend more on preventive education. There is
tremendous wisdom in the saying opreventio

/; “\
Source of Picture: 19 September 2011 The Standard
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Feature Articles

$14 Million Drug Testing Project: Are We Ready for This?

Written by Boman Wong, Agency Head, CDAC
Translated by Angel Li, Education Officer, CDAC

The Narcotics Division of the Security Bureau announced on October 19, 2011 that
a total of $14 million was approved to support 43 schools tsjarnihe Health School
Programme with a drug testing component (HSP (DT)). According to the governmental
press release, 30 of the 43 participating schools will adopt the urine screening test and the
other 13 will adopt the hair test.

From the Tri al Scheme in Tai Po District
testing project, It i's apparent t hat t he
Drugs. 6 Yet, is drug testing really the pr

teenage drug abuse, one core problem is that their drug of choice is always evolving. One
day ketamine is in, the other day it is out. The question of the day is: Can drug testing
catch up with drug trend?

Moreover, even the schools have the intention to develop the #datgdrug
tests, they may not have enough resources to do so at the mean time. $14 million for 43
participating schools, which means it leaves no more than $330 thousand for each school
to not only conduct drug testing but also to implement preventideugpirogrammes

which include 0a v a-drugedlksy, skild develgptmeéncoursese s s u cC
leadership training programmes, mentorship schemes, workshops on emotion manage-
mentandproblem ol vi ng skill s, adventure activiti e

than $330 thousand, it makes one wonder how the participating schools can meet all the
objectives and also handle follgnissues, such as ptest counseling and legal issues.

Any change in policies will affect a wide range of individuals and institutions. It is
crucial for the government to carefully evaluate the progress made by the 43 participating
schools and to rethink the direction-dntig strategy should follow before approving
more drug testing projectsyahr round.

Reference:
http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201110/19/P201110190312.htm
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Research Corner

Survey on Teache# s/0 // Vliew, 'on
Anti-Drug Education Training

Survey done by Community Drug Advisory Council
Background:

Over recent years, the HKSAR Government has put Signifi-
cant effort in promoting andirug work, and she has especially
put emphasis on frontline primany ‘and seconc
role in promoting antirug messages.

Yet, do teachers have adequate knowledge, skills, and mental preparedness in doing so?
What kind of training and support do they require most?

The objective of this survey is to find out how primary and secondary school teachers look

at eDAmtgi Education Training for Teacherso. A
ers need when they put airiilg work into practice.
Method:
This study was conducted in the form of questionnaire survey.
Subjects:

There are in total 2,003 | ocal primary anc
-theTrainers: AmtDr ug Education Training for Teachers
mont hs. TheiDrvupgewWwdooati 0AnfTraining for Teat
Results:

Overall, most tedB®Dchgr&doonsi darddadAnng f

useful. The results of the survey are summarized in Table 1 and 2..

Table 1 Total Scores*

N = 2003 Number of subjects Percentage %
32 or above 1931 96.4
31 or below 72 3.6
*There are 8 questions in total. The highest total s

Table 2 Mean Scores*

Question Mean
Q1. Training could raise my knowledge and awareness towards drug issues 5.2
Q2. Training could help me understand why teenagers abuse drugs 5.0
Q3. Training could increase my understanding edragteducation 5.1

Q4. Training could help me unde rdug edu{d %Be i mportanc
cation '

Q5. Training could prepare me to conductdit) education in school 4.8
Q6. Training could increase my ability in identifyirngkastudents 5.0
Q7. Training could assist me in finding community resources related ragaediucatio 4.9
Q8. Overall, | was satisfied with the training 5.1

* There are 8 questions in total. The score for each questighis1A score of 4 or above st
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Research Corner (Cont.)

Discussion:
Several statistical analyses were done on the 2,003 surveys
collected. The results are as follows:

1. Pri mary s c h o erug EdacatiorhTeamiag [ o-uin.d NOANn 1 i
for Teacherso more useful Tcompared)A o secon

Since it is commonly believed that drug issues are more serious among secondary school
students than among primary school students, primary schools are generally less concerned
aboutantd r ug education compared wi t-BrugEduwcaendar y
tion Training for Teachersdé received by prir
by secondary school teachers, and the former may be less familiar with drug information and
trends compared with the |l atter. These may
Drug Education Training for Teachersoé6 more

22More experiebced E£daftfati omndraAmiing for Te
experienced staff

This result can be related to the fact thatdamgj education has received a significant
amount of attention from the public in recent years. Since a recognizable amount of teachers
with less teaching experience have received trainingdiugtiucation in college, they are
more likely to be familiar with drug information, for instance, street names of drugs and signs of
drug abuse. On the other hand, more experienced teachers are less likely to be trained in these
areas in college; t her ef eDrug Educitiore yainiagfe@ mor e
Teacherso6 useful

3.Senior or admi irutgr &diuceat s toaf fTrfado unmaeh go Arotri
junior staff

It is reasonable to hypothesize that these results are associated with policies set by the
Education Bureau (EDB). In November 2008, the EDB issued the Circular Memorandum No.
167/ 2008, oadvi si ng a-babed HealthpSthoal Palicy (HER) withu | a t ¢
an antidrugelement for institutionalizing an ainilg culture in schools and setting out sup-
port measures provided by the Administrat
2010). In February 2010, the EDB issued @eular No., 2/20l@ announci ng t he
mentation details of the HSP and introducing thedAntu g Resour ce Aigli t f or
starting from the 2010/11 school year, schools are encouraged to formulatebasadhool
HSP by reintegrating their existing resources to develop a healthy school environ-
ment 6 ( HKSAR Ed u cltastpossilae thBtisince senioy or 2dthihi€irative staff
have to lead the school in the formulation and implementation of the HSP, they are more likely
to fi ADK ugArmEtdiucati on Training for Teacherso,
formation, to be useful.

Reference
HKSAR Education Bureau. (2010). Retrieved June 14, 2011,
from http://www.edb.gov.hk/index.aspx?nodelD=8027&langno=1

This survey was present ed i-DruglEbueatid draiving iPrese @onfdre ac her s
ence and in The 7th Mainland, Hong Kong and Macau Conference on Prevention of Drug Abuse. For more
information on the survey, please contact Mr. Boman Wong or Ms. Angel Li at 2521 2880.



Community Drug Advisory Council

News Express
CDAC Crossover Disney

With the funding from the Disney Childr
time expand its services to serve preschool students and their parentsiwith anti
and health services. To celebrate the beginning of this collaboration, CDAC staff
attended the 2011 bbifememopy. Ogethdr dith Bisnéys Fund |
0s staff, we announced in the ceremony t
healthor i ent ed, i nnovative, and most of all
bookings and enquiries of our services, please contact Ms. Angel Li at 2521 2880.
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